REVELATION

NT Cruisers — Ustick Baptist Church

INTRODUCTION
Apocalyptic Literature

The Book of Revelation is unique. It is the only apocalyptic book in the New Testament. What makes this
so unusual is that while the New Testament books were written, apocalyptic literature flourished. In
fact, during the period between the Old and New Testaments, apocalyptic literature was the most
common type of Jewish religious writing.

At the heart of apocalyptic literature was hope — hope that God would right wrongs and rescue the

righteous. The Jews knew that they were God’'s cho

rules for so long. As a result, they longed for that great day when God would intervene in history and
bring about what he promised. They gave shape to these longings in the so-called apocalyptic writings

(apocalypse is a Greek word meaning an “unveil.i
like heaven).
Apocalyptic |iterature dealt wi trdtintdhistery, dherbiei | s of

would destroy, how he would set up his kingdom. These books were, of necessity, the products of

dreams and visions. Consequently, they were filled with swirling images and vivid pictures of death,

supernatural places and creatures, destruction and redemption, and so on. Since the events described

were unlike anything that had ever happened, they could only be alluded to, often in cryptic language.

The resulting mystery surrounding such writing was further compounded by the need for secrecy. Were

these books to fall into the hands of the rulers (the ones singled out for destruction), they would be

considered seditious and would land their authors in jail or worse. So the books were written in code.

They could be understoodonlybytho s e on t he writer's side who had
such as the police, would find them unintelligible. Of course, this is why we have a problem today in

deciphering apocalyptic literature. In many cases, we have lost the key.

The Apocalyptic World View

Underlying both Jewish and Christian apocalyptic literature was the view that history is divided into
two ages. The present age is evil and corrupt and it will be destroyed. The age-to- come is characterized
by goodness aencdandpywerGraedentsal typningpsint in history, on which
apocalyptic writers often focused, is the Day of the Lord, when the present age will give way to the new
age.
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Christian writers under st oo-¢heSetbphd€ominggHehadcomehe day o
once, as a baby in Bethlehem and by his first coming had set in motion the events that would draw the

present age to a close. When he came again, it would not be as an infant but as a king before whom the

whole creation would bow. For the moment, however, Christians liveinthein-b et ween t i me. Chr |
ultimate victory was secured at the Cross; Satan was defeated. But the victory had yet to be claimed in

its fullness. Satan still pretended that he was in charge and would do so until the Second Coming.

What is striking is how similar the pattern is in Christian and Jewish apocalyptic literature. Beyond the
obvious difference over the role of Christ, the same outline is found in Jewish literature as in Revelation.
Specifically:

1. The Messiah will be the central figure in the Day of the Lord.
The coming of the new age will be preceded by a terrible time in history filled with war, famine,
and calamity of all sorts. In fact, the elements themselves will disintegrate, and hatred and
anger will prevail in human affairs.

3. The Day of the Lord will be the time when judgment is rendered.

4. Following judgment, there will be a time of great peace and joy. The New Jerusalem will
descend. The dead will rise and the Messiah will reign.

Characteristics

Not only is Revelation strange; it is also difficult. The world of the Book of Revelation is so remote from
the modern world that one hardly knows where to begin in trying to understand it. It is a world filled
with weird beasts that have ten horns and seven heads; a world of seals and trumpets and bowls that
bring disaster; a world populated with angels and demons, with lions and lambs, with horses and
dragons. Who can make sense out of all this?

As a result, we often either ignore Revelation or distort it. Barclay calls Revelati on
rel i gi ousTheRecetion af JolensDaily Gtudy Biwé,1, p. 1). Indeed some wild notions
have been extracted from Revelation and claimed to have divine sanction.

On the other hand, as Philip Carrington has said:

In the case of the Revelatiorwe are dealing with an artist greater than Stevenson or Coleridge
or Bach. St. John has a better sense of the right word than Stevenson; he has a greater
command of unearthly supernatural loveliness than Coleridge; he has a richer sense of melody
and rhythm and composition than Bach . . . It is the only masterpiece of pure art in the New
Testament (The Meaning of Revelatippp. xvii, xix).

The Book of Revelation is well worth reading, but it must be approached with humility and caution. To
pin one’s whole theology on details in the Book o
patience, the reader needs to work at understanding the text.
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Revelation is written in the worst Greek of any book of the New Testament. There are mistakes in

grammar and stylistic errors such as a schoolboy would make. Yet R. H. Charles, an expert on apocalyptic

literature, considers the bad grammar deliberate. According to Charles, John wrote this way for

emphasis. His clumsy Greek style reflects his attempt to translate Old Testament passages —the author

was thinking in Hebrew but writing in Greek. Furthermore, a vision such as John had can never be

adequately captured by mere words. John had to push language to its limits even to approximate what

he had seen. The poor Greek may also have resulte
probably had no secretary to smooth out his style. (A Critical Exegetical Commentary on the Revelation

of St. John: International i@cal Commentarypp. x-xi).

Author
Al t hough the author only refers to himself as “Jo
none other than John the apostl e. I n fact, this s

apostle was the writer. Typically apocalyptic literature claimed to be authored by famous heroes of the
past (e.g., Abraham, Ezra, Enoch, and Baruch). But John writes in his own name, and only a person of the
stature of an apostle could expect to have such a work received as authoritative. Furthermore, when
Revelation is compared to the Gospel of John and the three letters of John, there are striking similarities
in ideas, theology, and language.

John wrote from the island of Patmos, a rocky, barren island in the Aegean Sea (ten miles long and five
miles wide), where he had been exiled because of his Christian witness. Tradition says that he was
eventually released from Patmos and spent the remaining years of his long life in Ephesus.

Date

Most scholars feel that the Book of Revelation was written toward the end of the reign of Domitian, that

is, around A.D. 90-95. This is what Irenaeus, a second-century bishop, claimed. Still, this dating is not

conclusive. Evidence has been offered that it might have beenwr i t t en during the | ast
reign (between A.D. 65 and 68) or when Vespasian was emperor (A.D. 69-79).

Audience

The Book of Revelation was addressed to seven churches in the western part of the Roman province of
Asia (see map). The order in which these churches are addressed is the order in which a messenger from
Patmos would come to each church if he followed the great circular Roman road connecting the cities.

Theme

Rome is a central and consistently negative image in the Book of Revelation. This view of the Roman
government stands in sharp contrast to the rest of the New Testament, where Rome is seen as the
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protector of Christianity. In the early days of missionary activity, Roman judges protected Christians
from Jewish mobs (Acts 18:1-17; 19:13-41). It was Roman justice to which Paul turned in his time of
need (Acts 23:12-35; 25:10-11). As a result, the apostles urged submission to Rome (Rom. 13:1-7; 1
Peter 2:13-17). But in Revelation, the attitude is quite different. Rome is seen as a whore, drunk with the
blood of Christians (17:5-6), deserving nothing but destruction.

This shift in attitude is due to one thing—Caesar worship. Although Roman rulers were long considered
divine, their centrality in Roman civil religion was not enforced until the end of the first century. Then it
became obligatory for citizens all across the Roman Empire to appear once a year before a magistrate to

burn a pinch of i ncense and decl ar e, Caesar

religious statement, but Christians simply could not bring themselves to declare that anyone except
Jesus was Lord. As a result, they were hounded mercilessly by civil authorities. This is the situation to
which Revelation speaks. It attempts to encourage Christians by giving them the long view. They may
suffer now while Caesar pretends to be Lord, but ahead lays unimaginable glory when Jesus, the true
Lord, comes in power. This kind of vision would give harassed Christians the strength to endure.

Structure

John begins with a description of the vision from which the Book of Revelation came (chap. 1). Chapters
2 and 3 contain specific messages to seven churches in Asia Minor. Chapters 4 and 5 describe a vision of
God and of Christ. Then in chapters 6-19 various plagues of judgment are described. The book is
concluded (chaps. 20-22) by a description of the coming kingdom.

While the overall structure is clear, how i
Interpretation

There are widely varying ways to interpret Revelation. Some limit its meaning to the first century
struggle between the church and Rome. Others see Revelation as a collection of symbols that predict
future events (e.g., the locusts from the bottomless pit represent the invasion of Europe by Islam). In
fact, the Book of Revelation probably speaks both to the immediate first century struggle of Christians
and to the future when the Lord will return.

t
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NT Cruisers — Ustick Baptist Church
Revelation 1:1-3

OPEN:

1. What kind of book are you: Mystery? Sports? Technical? Adventure? Poetry? Unreadable?
Sealed book? Why?

2. What book has “blessed” you recently? Why?

DIG:

1. What is revelation? In this case, who is revealed? By whom? To whom? For what purpose?
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NT Cruisers — Ustick Baptist Church

Revelation 1:4-8
OPEN:

1. Would you be better as a king, a priest, or a servant? Why?

2. What would your spouse or roommate say is your typical role?

DIG:

1. Who is John? Identify these seven churches (1:11) and locate them on a map.

2. How is God the Son described in verses 5-6? What is the meaning of each title? What three
things does Christ do for us?

3. What theme of the Book of Revelation is foreshadowed in verse 7?

4. What is significant about the fact that every eye shall see him?

REFLECT:

If you were asked to tell someone three facts about Jesus that are especially significant to you, what
would you say? Why are these facts so important to you?
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Revelation 1:9-20

OPEN: What is the most bizarre dream you have ever had? How did it make you feel?

DIG:
1. Why was John on Patmos? What do you know about his assignment there?

2. On what day does he receive this message? In what condition was he when he heard the voice?
What ' s significé&adnddblout the day and

3. Describe the attributes of the son of man. What does each aspect of this description suggest about
Christ?

4. What is the meaning of the seven stars? The seven lampstands? In what way are stars and lampstands
similar? What does it mean for a church to be a light?

5. Close your eyes and have someone read slowly verses 12-18, several times if necessary. Meditate on
what you see in this imagery. Describe your experience. How does this help you to understand what
John has experienced?

REFLECT:

1. If you were to use the analogy of a lighting fixture to describe your church, what kind would you
choose (a chandelier, a night- light, etc.)? In what condition is it? Why?

2. If someone like the man described in this chapter visited you, what would be your response? What
does this reveal about you?

3. Are you right now on Pat mos (suffering) or
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NT Cruisers — Ustick Baptist Church

Revelation 2:1-7

OPEN:

What kind of letters do you like to write? To receive? Why?

DIG:

1. What do you know about the church at Ephesus (see Acts 19, 1 Tim.; Eph.)?

2. What good things characterize this church? How might its strengths have been the cause of its
failure? What do you think Sunday worship was like in this church?

3. What is repentance? Why is it necessary for the Ephesian church?

REFLECT:

1. Of the positive qualities mentioned about this group, which best describes you? Why?

2. Of these qualities, which best describes your church? Why?

3.Whatdidyoudoat first in your relationship with Christ
you lost the first love? What secrets have you found to keep that love alive?
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Revelation 2:8-11

OPEN:

If you were rich, what would you like to do?

DIG:

1. What problems is this church facing? How can they be both poor and rich? Why is the title by which
Jesus reveals himself especially significant for this church?

2. What does this passage teach about the nature of suffering? About the power of Satan?

REFLECT:

1. In what kind of economic condition have you found it most difficult to live out your faith: When
you've been poor? Or when you've had enough money

2. In what ways do you feel rich?

3. What are some prisonsinwhi ch you find yourself? How do you tfF
message to you in prison? Does it help you to know that Jesus is first and last? Why?
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Revelation 2:12-17

OPEN:

Where could you find a Roman double-edged sword in your town? Which end would you use?

DIG:

1. What pressures are the Christians in Pergamum facing? At what point are they strong? Where are
they tempted? Which do you think is easier to endure: Persecution by enemies? Or seduction by the
culture? Why?

2. Why is the title by which Christ reveals himself so appropriate to these Christians?

3. What is the significance of the manna? Of the white stone?
REFLECT:

1. What cultural influences complicate your life or distract you from your relationship with Christ? How
subtle are these influences in your life? How direct?

2. What weapons has God given you to do battle with? Of these weapons, which has proved most
helpful to you? How?
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NT Cruisers — Ustick Baptist Church
Revelation 2:18-29
OPEN:

What do you remember about the bed you had as a child? What vivid memories do you have of bed-
time fun: As a child? As an adult?

DIG:

1. What do you know about the city of Thyatira (see a Bible dictionary)?

2. What are the strengths of this church? What are its weaknesses?

3.0 you think this woman
about her?

s name is really Jezebel

4. How does Jesus describe himself? How do you interpret this description? What is he saying about
himself? Why is this appropriate for the church at Thyatira?

5. Contrast the nature and source of the temptation in Thyatira with that in Pergamum.

6. What do you think Jesus'’ promise to the overco
REFLECT:
1. Which of the qualities in verse 19 apply to you this week? Why?

2. Who has played a role similar to Jezebel in yo
free you from that influence?

3. What do you most appreciate about the promise to overcomers in this section? Why?

4. What is the Spirit saying to you? How will you apply it this week?
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Revelation 3:1-6

OPEN:

What is an example where a group’ s expeipnte? at i on f el

DIG:

1. What is the contrast between reputation and reality in Sardis? What dangers exist for Christians in
resting on an image instead of nurturing a genuine spiritual life?

2. What is the Only hope for the survival of the Sardis church?

REFLECT:

1. What is your reputation in your church? In your community? With your family? How accurate are
these reputations? How would you like to see them changed? Why?

2. How alert is your present spiritual state?

3. How does this passage apply to your group? What willyoudo t o hel p your group to
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Revelation 3:7-13

OPEN:

What is a maddening experience where you've been

DIG:

1. Wh a't i's the “ ke-2526:% Mabrael;d3’13)?Whaiethésaopeg: dador”
1 Cor. 16:9; 2Cor. 2:12; Rev. 3:20; 4:1)? How do these relate to each other and to the Christian life?

2. What is so special about the perseverance of the Philadelphians? Describe their enemies.

REFLECT:

1. WhatopendoorshasChrist pl aced before you? How have you tak
made available to you?

2. What are some cl osed doors he’s placed in your
How have you responded to each of these closed doors?

3. In what ways are you like the Christians in Philadelphia? Unlike them? Why?

4. What is the Spirit saying to you? How will you act on this today?
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Revelation 3:14-22

OPEN:

Who is the most significant dinner guest you have hosted in the last year? How did the presence of that
honored person make you feel?

DIG:

1.Wh at does the “faithful and true witness
church view itself? What is its true state?

2. What does Jesus tell the Laodiceans to do in verse 18? Why? How does this explain the nature of true
wealth?

3. List the attributes of Christ found in chapters 2 and 3.

4. How would you describe Christ based on what you have read so far in this book?

5. How does this amplify the picture of Jesus in the Gospels?

REFLECT:

1. If Jesus took your spiritual temperature today, what would he find? Why?

2. What is Jesus waiting for at the door of your life? How long have you kept him on the threshold?
Why?

3. What is the Spirit saying to you?
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Revelation 4:1-11

OPEN:

What is the most memorable storm you have ever been in? What happened?

DIG:

1. Where does this scene “ i n-life?@anvthe regionwheréthea | | y
stars shine? Or some perfect order of things after this world has passed away? Or on the level of

spiritual reality here and now (as in Eph. 2:6), where good and evil are unmasked to be seen for what

they really are?

2. Who is the figure on the throne? What is he like? What are the 24 elders like? (Note: 24 seems to
represent al Istemonfng frGro te' 15tribgs before Cheist and the 12 apostles after
Christ; see Rev. 21:12-14).

3. What does the scene around the throne include? Note its many Old Testament images (Gen. 9:12-17;
Exod. 19:16-19; 25:31-40; 2 Chron. 4:2-6, Ezek. 1).

4. How does John envision the four living creatures (a likely reference to nature, throbbing with the
eternal power and deity of God)? What kind of response does the central figure elicit from the elders
and the creatures? Why?

5. What does this say about who God is and how he relates to his creation?

REFLECT:

1. What invitation has Jesus extended to you this week? How did you respond?

2. When would you say Yy @Whatdees tieattérm meanttotyas? Spi ri t "

3. How have you worshiped God today? How good do you feel about the way you worship God? Why?
What needs to happen in your life for you to feel better?

4. Likewise, how do you feel about your small group worship?
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Revelation 5:1-14

OPEN:

1. What was the best choir or musical group in which you ever participated? What was most memorable
about the group?

2. Are you more like a lion or a lamb? Why?
DIG:

1. What do you think makes the scroll so significant? What dilemma does the sealed scroll pose?

2. Who is the one worthy person? What titles are used to describe Christ? How can he be both the Lion
and the Lamb? Where does he appear? What is the significance of this?

3. What is the response to his receipt of the scroll? Analyze the three songs: How is the Lamb described?
What qualifies him to open the scroll (see also John 1:29)? Who are the true kings and priests on earth?
How is the Lamb praised?

REFLECT:

1. How would you capture this scene of praise and adoration via a poem, a sketch, a piece of music, a
prayer, etc.? To do this, put yourself into the scene, seeing and feeling what John saw and felt. Collect
these praise items from your group into a united concert of prayer and praise.

2. What would the visions in chapters 4 and 5 have meant to the persecuted Christians of Asia? What
does this vision say to us in the twentieth century as we view our out-of-control world? Based on this,
what actions will you take this week?
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Revelation 6:1-17

OPEN:

1. What kind of horse are you most like: A Clydesdale? A Kentucky thoroughbred? An Arabian stallion?
Or a Texas quarter horse? Why?

2. How is your group like a team of four horsemen —each pulling in a different direction, or the same?
Why?

DIG:

1. How would you describe each of the four horsemen? Accordingly, who or what might each of these
represent? (E.g., Does the first horseman refer to earthy warfare or to the conquering gospel? fare or to
the conquering gospel?) Why?

2. Compare and contrast the horsemen rides, what happens? When the luxury items (wine and oil) are
still available, but the basic foodstuffs are scarce and costly, what does that tell you about their
economic situation?

3. In what sense do the first three horsemen lead to the fourth? How have each of these forces
(conquest, strife, scarcity & death) operated throughout history? How do they prevail today?

4. What is revealed by the opening of the fifth seal? What is the cry of these martyrs? How is it
answered? How is this related to the suffering of the Christians i n John’' s day?

5. What event occurs when the sixth seal is broken (see Mark 13)? What elements of the Day of
Judgment are described here? Compare this account to Matthew 24.

6. Indeed, who can stand under the wrath of God? How?
REFLECT:

1. Whichsealopeni ng makes the greatest impression on you
happened to you because of your faithfulness to the Word of God? Do you think there will come a day in

your society in the next twenty years when people will be tortured and killed for their beliefs? Why or

why not? 3. In what area of your life are you trying to hide from God? What do you need to do to be

able to come out of hiding? How will you begin to accomplish this today? 4. How does this passage make

you feel about the end times? Why? How will this affect your actions?
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Revelation 7:1-8

OPEN:

What kind of wind (a warm, gentle breeze, a cold north wind, etc.) best symbolizes your life? Why?

DIG:
1.Do you think the work of the ftoftheeveatnigchaptad6?i s a “ n
Why? Li kewi se, i n what sense do the events of cha

actual chronology of history? Or in the constantly refocusingof John’' s vi sion?

2. What is the message of the fifth angel? Who is sealed? When, in the chronology of these events, does
this sealing occur? What does it mean to be sealed as a servant of God (see Gen. 4:15; Ezek. 9:4-6; Eph.
1:13- 14)?

3. Il's this “144,000"” a symbol ( tatistit Comcerned wdith wi t h sty
accuracy)? Why (see also Rev, 7:9; 14:1-5)?

REFLECT:
1. How have you sensed God's protection and fresh

2. What sort of seal has God placed on your life? How is this seal evident to others?
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Revelation 7:9-17

OPEN:
1. If you could have been a member of any tribe in history, which tribe would you choose? Why?

2. What could you carry in your hand that would symbolize one of your favorite activities? Why did you
choose this?

DIG:

1. What does John see next? How does he characterize the size of the crowd? Is this innumerable, mixed
multitude the same as the 144,000 Israelites/servants of God? Why or why not? What are they doing,

wearing, and carrying? What ' s the signi f i galenbrenehesontlthetwhskingdvhi t e r

What does all this say about God’s kingdom and Ch
2. When the multitude cries out, how do the angels, elders, and the four living creatures respond?

3. What qualifies this white-robed crowd to stand beforeGo d ? What is their new r ol
gr eat t r—alpantitukartevera or § general experience?

4. Regarding the safety, security and service of these Christians, is this a present life experience for

them? Or only a promise to be realized in some vague distant future? Or both?

REFLECT:

1. Have each group member take a different one of the praise words ascribed to God to meditate on and
reflect back to him as part of your group’'s devot
persecution? How di fficult does that seem next to that

difficult does it seem next to the majesty of God seen in this passage? Why? How will you incorporate

this glimpse of heavenly worship into your earthly walk? 3. If your group were suddenly transported to
this throne of God and transformed by what you saw there, what new apparel, attitudes and activities
would you each take on?
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Revelation 8:1-5

OPEN:

What does extended silence sound like? Feel like?

DIG:

1. In the drama of seals and trumpets, why this silence (v. 1)? Why the golden censer? Where does each
fit?

2. What do altars and incense here teach you about prayer (vv. 3-5; compare 5:8; 6:9- 10; 9:13)?

REFLECT:

1. Does this imagery seem far removed from your everyday experience? Why?

2. When was the last time you tried silent meditation or cried for justice? What happened?
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Revelation 8:6-9:21

OPEN:
1. What is one of the moat excruciating pains you
2. What color wouldyouusetodes cri be your past week? Why? To des
DIG:

1. What are the events that follow the sounding of each of the first tour trumpets? What do the
trumpets signify: Triumph or doom? Life or death? Or what?

2. How do these sets of events of the first four trumpets compare with the events inaugurated by the
first six seals?

3. Likewise, how do these sets of events compare with the plagues in Exodus 7-10 and Joel 2:1-117?

4. What parallels or repeated patterns do you see between the opening of the seals and sounding of the
trumpets, suggesting these two scenes are in reality two aides of the same coin? (Note how the
trumpets focus on what will happen to the unbelieving world, whereas the seals focus on what will
happen to the church.)

5. Do these seals and trumpets refer to datable, sequential events? Or to aspects of the world condition,
which may be true at any point in history? Why?

6. What happens when the fifth trumpet sounds? Who might the fallen star be (see Luke 10:18; Isa.
14:12)? What power do the locusts have? Describe them

7. What events are inaugurated by the sixth trumpet? What response ought to woe elicit from the
unbelieving world? Why? Why then do you suppose this woe failed to bring the majority to repentance,
as intended?

REFLECT:

1. How do you feel when you read this account of stranger-than-f i ct i on events” 2. How has the star named
affected your life? How has your bitterness affected others? What have you discovered as an antidote to bitterness? 3. When have you wanted

to die? Why? 4. What comfort or discomfort would this passage bring to someone wanting to die? 5. What do you have in common with the

people mentioned in verse 20.21? What will you do about this today? 6. What do you think about Christians praying for trouble to strike the
unbelieving world? And what do you t h-bapimages does tBmirdagesy of thessplaghias bringo s uch pr e
to mind for you (e.g., v ol ¢ a n is,enviemmenpatpollationslunar and solamdclipsesfamdIAIDSptankand “* nat ur al
pl ane warfare)? Or do you find all t hithdstalpdplace (exceptin §ciffiliteraturel? 7. Whild not i mp c
the “how” quesu,i oho njaoyu esleued et yeo “who” antdan-fhet? wohy” ebehis@® these “st
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Revelation 10:1-11
OPEN:

Who was one of your fictional heroes when you were a child: Buck Rogers? The Lone Ranger? The
Roadrunner? Why?

DIG:

1. What is the angel like that announces the coming of the seventh trumpet, In what ways does this
picture contrast with the traditional view of angels? Why might John be forbidden to record the words
of the seven thunders (see also 2 Corinthians 12:4)?

2. What purposes have the disasters of the first six trumpets served? What do you anticipate the
seventh trumpet to bring forth? What -3636:25-27;¢e
Eph. 1:9-14)?

3. What happens to the small scroll? How can a revelation from God be both sweet and bitter?

REFLECT:

1. How in the past year or two has God | ed
yourself? What happened?

2. What is an experience you once savored for a moment, but that later turned sour?

3.HowhasGod’ s Word been both sweet and sour to

22 Questions are from the Serendipity New Testament for Groups
© 1988 Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids Ml

““myst
you in
you?



NT Cruisers — Ustick Baptist Church

Revelation 11:1-14

OPEN:

What have been the three greatest years of your life? Why?

DIG:

1. What is John commanded to do? Why? Who wil!/ be
are these two indestructible, universal witnesses? And their enemies?

2. What happens to these two witnesses? Why? What results from their death and resurrection?

3. I f God’s witness wil/ be f aibtalH fawmicley trhai ft42i mMmed
whicharethetimes of t he Gentiles (or IRataiyeris )ne atnften what
REFLECT:

1. Who have been two of the most important people in your spiritual development? How have they
witnessed to you?

2. What do you learn in this passage about what it means to be a witness?

3. What has been toughest about living out your faith at work? At School? At home? Why such
difficulty?

4. How have you felt especially empowered by God in the last six months?
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Revelation 11:15-19

OPEN:

What was the most rewarding job you ever had? Why was it so?

DIG:

1. Whatlongf or et ol d event occurs with the seveadth tr ump

newsbad news” event? For whom? Why?

2. For what reasons is God thanked and praised? W
3. Wher e, in the thematic development of Revel at i
Ark of the Covenant best fit? (Note: Some or all of the phenomena occurring here in 11:19 also occur in

4:5 and 8:5 as the “nmens)i cal overture” to a shift

REFLECT:

1.Do0 you cringe as you i magi ne —fbudtthen (tuopetsori®over an

woe), to kill them (trumpet 6 or the 2" woe), to damn them (trumpet 7 or 3 woe)? Why do you feel
that way?

2. As God displays this awesome power in response to prayers (8:4), how do you feel about what he has
called you to do? What will you pray? Why?
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Revelation 12:1-13:1a

OPEN:

When you were a child, who was the most important woman in your life besides your mother? Why?

DIG:

1. Describe the woman, the dragon, and the child. Who does the woman represent: The dragon? The
child?

2. Wheredoest he next conflict occur? Who are the protag
What is the significance of this outcome for the earth? For Christians? What Old Testament and New
Testament events parallel this passage?

3. When do you see this heavenly battle occurring: At some particular time and place in history? Pre-

history? Or post-history? Or do you see this vision depicting the always-in-progress heavenly battle

between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Satan, and as such, taking place in the spiritual realm

which is behind all of this world’ s history? Why?

REFLECT:
1. What do you learn here about conflict between the Christian church and demonic evil?
2. How real do you think Satan is? When has he seemed most real to you? Why?

3. How do you overcome Satan (see v. 11)? How could you apply these tactics in your own life? What do
you need to do to become stronger for spiritual battle?

4. How could your Christian friends pray for you in battles you are facing? Likewise, how could you pray
for then? Do this in your group.
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Revelation 13:1b-10

OPEN:

1. Who do you think is one of the most charismatic leaders living today? How do you think charisma has
hel ped him or her to | ead’?

2. When you were growing up, who was the most patient person in your family? What impressed you
most about his or her patience?

DIG:

1. What is this beast from the sea like? What is the source of its power? How does it use its power?
What is the extent of its power? What is the relationship between the beast and the dragon?

2. Who worships the beast?

3. Who do you think the first-century Christians would have identified as this beast (see Dan. 7 and Rom.

13:1)?

4. What impact will this beast have on the Christians? How ought they to respond? Why?
REFLECT:

1. Who are some of the beasts or idols in your life —people, forces, institutions, etc. —that are testing
your allegiance to Christ alone? How have you been swayed from your allegiance to Christ by talk of
“patriotism” and “tradition”? How is God h

2. Is your name written in the Book of Life? How do you know?

3. What kind of grade would you give yourself on patient endurance and faithfulness? Why?

el ping
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Revelation 13:11-18

OPEN:

1. Pick a number from 1- 1000. Why did you pick that number?

2. What Halloween costume, worn by your party friends was unusually deceptive?
DIG:

1. What is this beast from the earth like?

2. If the first beast exercises political power, what authority does this second beast exercise? How are
true government and religion connected and mimicked by these two beasts? In first-century Rome, how
was this done (see introduction to the Book of Revelation)?

3. Wh y s & synbobfér false religion? How does the mark of the beast compare with the mark of
God? (7:3)?

4. Compare the view of the Roman Empire in chapter 13 with that in Mark 12:13-17. How had Rome
changed over the years that might account for these two views?

REFLECT:

How then shall we wisely discern false government? False religion?
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Revelation 14:1-5

OPEN:

What kind of singer are you: Off-Broadway? Off-key? Off-color?

DIG:

1. Given the chaos described in chapters 12-13, what comfort do you find in this passage? What sights?
Sounds? Feelings?

2. Who is the Lamb? What has he done? Why are the people following him?

REFLECT:

1. What do you have in common with the 144,000? How are you different?

2. How has your relationship with Christ enabled you to endure recent hardships in your life?
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Revelation 14:6-13

OPEN:
Tell the group a “good news bad news” joke. Analy
DIG:
1. What is the essence of the “eternal gas pel ” pr

this vision yet been fulfilled? What response to the gospel is called for?

2. By contrast, what message does the angel of doom spread? Who is Babylon that has fallen? Who has
been infected by the spirit of Babylon?

3. How does Sa10pdn 'fsf esry sftreonm (GoBRI? 2SH ocvh udrocens (Sladt:aln ' s
(13:12-28) di ffer frel®yp God’'s truth (14:6

REFLECT:

1. What are you doing to help proclaim the gospel to every nation, tribe, language, and people? What
has been your experience sharing the Good News with people from other cultures?

2. How do you look upon death: As a rest? A reward? A new phase in the journey? Or what?

3. What would you like to be doing when God calls you home?
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Revelation 14:14-20

OPEN:

What is one memory you have of harvesting something? What were you harvesting? How hard did you
work? Did you enjoy this work? Why or why not?

DIG:

1. Identify the four supernatural beings in this fifth vision. What is the role of each?

2. What are the differences between the two parts of the vision (vv. 14-16 and 17-20)? What is the
nature of the judgment that will occur (see Matt, 13:30, 39)?

3. Who might the first figure be (see Dan. 7:13)?

REFLECT:

How ripe do you think the world is now? Do you feel that the end of the world is close at hand? Why or
why not? How does this affect your lifestyle? Why?
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Revelation 15:1-8

OPEN:
1. When you were a child, what is one thing you liked about going to your favorite body of water?

2. If you could have a bowl full of anything right now, what would you want? Why?

DIG:

1. What new sign does John see? How does he describe the sign? Why does he say these are the last
plagues?

2. What picture does he paint in verse 2? What is the nature of the praise given to God? Who offers it?
Compare and contrastMoses ° song of del i ver alg)withthéesongsungbygy pt ( Ex C
those delivered from the beast,

3. What does John see next? How does the angel s

4. What does the temple in heaven mean: A haven of rest and playing harps for those who die? Or a
time to reckon with God's holiness and wrath wunve
wicked anywhere?) Why?

REFLECT:
1. How does this passage make you feel? Why? What does it make you want to do? Why?

2. What great and mighty deeds has God done in your life for which you will praise him today? How
appropriate is the song in this passage to your experience with God? Why?
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Revelation 16:1-21

OPEN:

1. What firsthand experience have you had with a natural disaster? What happened? What are your
most vivid memories about it?

2. What would be the worst plague for you to experience: Sores all over your body? Intense heat
without air conditioning? Total darkness? Or great thirst with very little water? Why?

DIG:

1. What contents are in each bowl of wrath? Why are these plagues worse than those ushered in by the
trumpets (contrast, for example, 8:8 with 16:3)? What was the function of the trumpet plagues? What is
the function of the plagues in this passage?

2Why does the angel (speaking on behalf of nature
pain or sorrow, but with recognition of divine Justice?

3. What is described in the interlude (vv. 13-16) between the sixth and seventh bowls? What function
did the frogs perform? What will happen at the ba
crossroads of the Middle East)?

4. How will the just purposes of God and the evil purposes of Satan finally and awfully converge at
Armageddon? With what result (vv. 17-21)?

5. Compare the seven seals, seven trumpets and seven bowls to each other and to the ten plagues of
Egypt (Exod.7-10) . What examples of contrast (e.g., “not

6. What is the connection between the three scenes (of seals, trumpets and bowls)? Is it chronological
or | ogical or what? Why? How would these seal s, t
original readers?

REFLECT: 1. What has God done in your life to help you repent? How receptive are you to admitting your guilt and
repenting when you sin? 2. “War is Hell.” How would thi
What does this tell you about God’'s judgmestheattd. What
going? 4. How is the Book of Revelation making you feel? Why? What has surprised you about God or about this

book? How would you explain the necessity of these plagues to someone who is not a Christian?
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Revelation 17:1-18

OPEN:

1. If you could be famous for one hour, for what would you like to be known? Why?

2. What bumper sticker or sign best sums up your life now? Why?

DIG:

1. Who is the central figure-sitragtefi&® nextwhadese,nsw
influential? Evil? Attractive? Repulsive? Who is she (see also 14:8 and 16:19)? How is the woman and
this beast like the first and second beasts of chapter 13?

2. Is this passage condemning physical adultery, or spiritual adultery, as the ultimate sin? Why?

3. How does the beast she is riding compare with the two beasts of chapter 13? What does the angel say
about the origin of the beast? Its history? Its future? How do you interpret this? What kind of response
does the beast elicit? Why?

4. Geographically, historically and spiritually—wh at do you think the beast
represent (see also Dan. 7.15-28)? Why do the kings and the beast join forces? With what result? How

can evi l turn on itself, Satan i n uepbséteumphinallast i ng
this?

S S

5. How are the readers of Revelation comforted he
these correspondences explain the meaning of the symbolism, or beg further explanation? Do they
simply refocus, even rivet, our attention on a single object from a different angle? Why?

REFLECT:

1. How does Babylon in this passage symbolize what is wrong in society today? For example, what

worldly institutions have been overthrown by revolution, only to be replaced by new leaderships who

succumb to the same godless ideology? 2. Of socie
time to time? How has God enabled you to escape or avoid the snares of the great prostitute? 3. Surely

by now you are “cal |l i nagwistiomtoyau neetinrthd nextfew weeks® i sdom. ”
What wisdom do you need in understanding the message of Revelation? 4. If you have not grasped the

full meaning of the various beasts, have you at least been frightened by the power of evil? And what will

you do with your fear?
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Revelation 18:1-24
OPEN:

1. If you were a piece of merchandise, would you be made of precious stones, fine linens or costly
woods? Why?

2. Remember as a child when you built a tower of dominoes or blocks, only to have it all fall down—
what did you like best about it? Least? Why?

3. If you could be captain of any kind of ship, what kind would you want? Why?
DIG:

1. As compelling as the power of evil is, a more compelling authority shouts an overriding double- edged
message: one edge cuttingBaby | on and her foll ower s, the other ext
voi ces, the two messages, and the two responses ¢
perspective on Babylon(w.2-6 ) di f f er f ruaderstdBdinp(yv.¥)on’ s sel f

2. How do the voices from the world greet the tall of Babylon (vv. 9-20)? Contemporize each of their
laments—make them your own, Why do they mourn? Why would you mourn if you were in their
situation?

3. Compare this passage with the following Old Testament prophecies about the fall of great cities, How
is each city a historical example of this greater spiritual reality, the fall of Babylon the Great: Sodom and
Gomorrah (see Genesis 19)? Babylon (see Isaiah 13, 1,47)? Tyre (see Ezekiel 27-28)?

4. What conclusions do you draw concerning the destruction of Babylon from this comparison? What do
you learn about God?

REFLECT:

1. If you were going to describe your life in terms of a city, what would you say? What kinds of cargoes
are coming into it? What activities occur within its walls? How does it compare with Babylon? What
would be a fitting name for your city? Why that name? What do you do to keep the evils listed in this
passage out of your city or life? 2. When has an important part of your life collapsed? What did other
individuals have to say about this demise? What perspective did God bring to your fallen situation? 3.
What is the most important lesson you learned from this passage? Why this? What actions will you take
today based on this learning?
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Revelation 19:1-10

OPEN:

1. When was the | ast time your <city’s favorite ba
tape parades and other local celebrations you may have witnessed.

2. What was the most festive wedding and reception you ever attended?

3. What funer al have you attended where the eulog
salvation?
DIG:

1. In contrast to the silence that comes with the fall of Babylon (18:22), what characterizes the new
scene in heaven? Who participates in this praise?

2. Compare and contrast the five songs of praise: What is the most frequent refrain? What do we learn
about Go’s character?

3. Contrast the prostitute of chapters 17 and 18 with the bride of verses 6-9 (see also Eph. 5:25-27).
Whatdoyoufindmo st i nteresting about this contrast” Why?

4. How is John (and how might we be) tempted to worship the angel or messenger of the good news?

5. How is the witness of Jesus related to prophecy?

REFLECT:

1. What are four things for which you are extremely grateful to God? How do you usually express your

gratitude to him about these four things? 2, How has your interest in worshipping God increased or
decreased in the | ast year? Since beginning your
worship that you really appreciate? Why? How will you use these this week to worship God? 4. Seeing

spiritual Babylon defeated and condemned and the Lord God triumphant and glorious— how does that

affect your overall view of your problems here and now? What is one problem you will now manage

more confidently and joyfully as a result of your study of Revelation.
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Revelation 19:11-21
OPEN:

When you were young, how much did you want a horse? Why? Who was your favorite real or fictional
horse? Why?

DIG:

1. What about the horse, the rider and the setting commands your attention? What description, titles
and names from the rest of Revelation help you unmistakably identify the rider?

2. Who is following Christ: |l s t hireht he i “uanlpthracmh " m
in heaven)? Angels or birds or what? Why?

3. What weapon does the rider wield and why? Does this remind you of certain Bible-bangers? Why?

4. How does this great supper Jvv. 17- 18) compare with the wedding supper (19:9)? Which meal would
you prefer? Why?

5. Who are the combatants in this war (vv. 19-21)? Who wins? What happens to the enemy leaders? To
the army’'?

6 . How does this “Ilast bat tile¥14-1c60 mpaanrde at d 4 “apreev'i o
10)? Do you think these are different accounts of the same battle? Why?

REFLECT:

What hopes and fears, noble desires and worst instincts, does this triumphant picture bring out in you?
Why? How has Jesus been your deliverer this year?
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Revelation 20:1-6

OPEN:

Whenwasthelast t i me yguohead™?1 oWhat happened?
DIG:

1. What deed is described here? By whom? How? Why is Satan bound?

2. Where and when will this 1,000-year reign begin: On earth or in heaven? Beginning when Christ first
came? Or when he comes again? Why?

3. What will life be like without Satan deceiving the nations but with the church reigning instead? In
what sense is that already true? And not yet true?

4. What role do the martyrs play on earth? In heaven?

5. What is the first resurrection? The second death (see also 20:11-15)? What do these mean to
Christians’'? To the rest of the dead?

REFLECT:
1. What are some dragons you have slain? How' ? Wh

2. How would you feel about being a martyr for Christ? Why? What comfort and strength does this
passage give you?
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Revelation 20:7-10

DIG:

1. Why do you think Satan will again try to deceive the nations? Why do you suppose God unbound him
and let him out of the Abyss?

2. Describe the version of the last battle, comparing it to the other versions in Revelation and in Ezekiel
38-39. What is the final fat of the beast and the false prophet?

REFLECT:

What is your biggest spiritual battle today? How is it like previous ones? What is the outcome so far?
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Revelation 20:11-15

OPEN:

How do you judge a book?

DIG:

Who is exempted, and who is exhumed, in the great white judgment? On what basis?

REFLECT:

Imagine a book made of your life, with every thought and deed recorded, then read by all. How would
you feel? If Christ edited that book by substituting his works for yours, how would you feel then? How
will you then live today?
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Revelation 21:1-27
OPEN:

1. Where is one of the most beautiful places you have ever been? What impressed you the most about
that place?

2. What was one of the most beautiful spots in your hometown when you were growing up?
3. How do you think your city would be different if God were the mayor?

DIG:

1. Where will the new age be lived out—on earth or in heaven? Why do you think so?

2. Who wi | | b et hteh eN e“w eJseirduesnatl se’m,o ft he “ wi f e’ of t he
vision caught up with? What’'s missing from this p

3. What do you think it will be like living without fear, pain or death and with the continual and direct
presence of God? Will this new world coming be recognizable? How so?

4. What is the significance of the names ascribed
who do not?

5. What is it about the city that John and his readers are meant to notice in particular and why? Of its
central figure, its light, its construction, its foundation, its gates, its measurements and its beauty—what
impresses you the most and why?

6.CompareJ ohn’ s vision of reality hel8andIsaiah@0e6.t he r el at
Accordingly, what was the function of the temple in the old Jerusalem? Why is there no need for a
temple in the New Jerusalem?

7. How do you decide which is a symbol and which is not, and what is the reality to which the symbol
points? Is it by how mind-boggl i ng or humanly inconceivable a thing
spiritual things visualized here in the New Jerusalem? Or the physical objects of the Old Jerusalem?

REFLECT: 1. Does the New Jerusalem come close to your idea of beauty? Why or why not? How do you
feel about the fact that the Holy City will be your hometown? How do you feel about the fact that this is
what Jesus has prepared you for? 2. What has caused you mourning, crying, and pain in the past year?
What does it mean to you to know that this will pass away? 3. How must the early Christians have
greeted this vision of what lay in store for them? How do you respond to this same hope? 4. Create your
own worship service based on Revelation 21. 5. Imagine yourself at the wedding feast with Christ: Are
you the happy bride, or a lady-in-waiting? A direct participant, or a distant spectator? Why?
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Revelation 22:1-6

OPEN:

If you could begin your life over again, and re-write your personal history, how far back would you go
and why? What turning points would you re-write in your teenage years? In your child-rearing years? In
your retirement?

DIG:

1.What new features of the New Jerusalem are found? Trace the origin of the river and tree of life from
its source to its fruit.

2. Where else do we see these same features (see Gen. 1-3; Ezek. 47:1-2; Joel 3:18; Zech. 14:8)?

3. Whatdoesthisc ompari son suggest about the wunity of Scri
salvation?

REFLECT:

What difficulties of comprehension does this eternal city, the river of life, and the immediacy of these
events pose for you? What bearing, if any, do these realities have on your present lifestyle? Why?
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Revelation 22:7-21

OPEN:

1. What breed of dog best typifies the kind of we

2. If you could give yourself a new name, typifying the legacy your family gave you, or the God-given
potential you have, or some hidden aspiration you have yet to realize, what name would you choose?
Why?

DIG:

1. What words of Christ are repeated three times in this closing (vv, 7, 12, 20)? How do these words sum
up the theme of Revelation?

2. What do John (v. 8), the angel (vv. 9-10) and Jesus (vv. 7, 16) say about the value, validity and vehicle
of Go dévetatios?e | f

3. What significance dandnymesinvaststi2rli?Regatdimgthese J e s us c
claims, how is the final state of humanity determined: By some arbitrary reward system, fixed from
eternity? Or by what we have done in this present
thirettstUhdaserved (“free gift”) invitation to sim
4. What then do you make of God’s summary of huma
their ways or come to Christ? Why or why not?

5. I n the contrast bentdvetemo & eh 0“seelb) ‘vehanidsiengliee boutt ,h el 4 i t

the basis for our salvation and judgment? What do

6. What is the meani ng -1®¥KnoGingavhatsyouhdwmrmabout theisevene i n v e
plagues, the tree of life, and the Holy City, how seriously do you take this warning?

REFLECT:

1. Collect one-sentence summaries from your group on the book of Revelation, 2. How have you

prepared yourself for Christ’s secoaftedreadigmi ng? Do
Revelation than you did beforehand? Why? 3. How do you want your worship of God to change in the

next six months? Why? 4. How have your perceptions of Jesus Christ, Satan, heaven, and hell changed

since you’ve read t thénsostimpoaakt2hindyou halthearted ihyaws studye e n

of this book? Why?
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